Haberkorn
U.S. History II
Course expectations and syllabus

U.S. History II
COURSE DESCRIPTION: U.S. History 2 is a survey course that will cover the history of the United States from 1900 to WWII. Students will be engrossed and enraptured while delving into such topics as the U.S. Imperialism, World War I, The 1920’s, The Great Depression and New Deal, World War II and more.
GENERAL OBJECTIVES
· Students will become familiar with facts, concepts and events related to U.S. History.

· Students will analyze, summarize and evaluate various issues and events in U.S. History.

· Students will form and possibly reform opinions about past and present issues related to U.S. History.

· Students will develop possible alternative solutions to past and present issues related to U.S. History.

· Students will understand how the present is a result of past events.

· Students will appreciate the interconnectedness of social, political and economic factors involved in U.S. History as well as become aware of present day connections.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Students are expected to bring all materials to class each day (pen, book and notebook.)
· ALL major assignments and tests must be completed in order to pass this course.

· Students are expected to attend class regularly and be on time. If you are late more than
3 times you will be issued a referral.
MATERIALS
· pens or pencils, ready to write (DARK ink, please)

· lined paper or a notebook for note-taking and homework
· Your textbook; The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century
OTHER HOMEWORK

· We will not have specific homework assignments every day, but there are reading and long-term assignments or reviewing that you can be working on at any time.

· Sections of the textbook will be assigned regularly.  Much of the background material for this class is well covered in the textbook so I will not always review everything from the reading in class.  However, you will be expected to know the material from the text and be able to apply it to class discussions.  

· You may work in teams on some assignments, but you are expected to turn in each assignment written in your own words.  Remember that most testing will require that you be solely accountable for understanding the homework.

PARTICIPATION

Class participation will be based on the student’s active participation in the class through discussion, listening and working on in class assignments. Be sure to look over the class participation rubric for clarification.  Positive participation in class is encouraged and expected.  Therefore, a portion of your grade in this class will be based on your participation.  I will occasionally review your performance with you and discuss areas of strength and areas in need of improvement.  Since communication and cooperation are essential qualities in learning as well as in life, your awareness and respect of others at all times is expected.

HOMEWOK ABSENCE/MAKE-UP WORK
· Consistent attendance is a must.  You cannot learn if you are not present.  When possible, excused absences should be discussed with me one week prior to the time of the absence.  
· There will be homework 2 to three times a week of one form or another. All assignments need to be handed in on time. Points will be subtracted from your assignment/test every day that it is late.  In addition all test and homework assigned during a quarter must be completed within that quarter or it will not receive credit. See late/missing work policy below for specifics.  
· Homework that is not turned in due to unexcused absences will result in no credit. You will, however, be responsible for all information presented during the unexcused absence.  In addition, unexcused students must make up any missed tests/quizzes immediately upon return to class.
· If you are absent the day that the assignment is given you will receive as much time as your classmates to complete the assignments.  
· If you are absent the day that the assignment is due you will be expected to hand in the assignment the day that you return. 
· It is your responsibility to contact me to make arrangements for making up work missed during any absence from school.  It is up to you to turn it in to receive credit.  I will not remind you because I will not remember. 
· Student absences on holy days will certainly be accommodated.  

· If for some reason you do not complete an assignment simply explain the situation and we will decide how to resolve the issue. An example of how this might take place is below;
Student: Mr. Haberkorn sir, I know that we had an assignment due today but I did not complete it sir.

Mr. Haberkorn: So what are we going to do about it?

Student: I’m going to get it done and hand it in right away sir.

Mr. Haberkorn That sounds good….very good indeed.

An example of how an unacceptable exchange might take place is below;

Student: Dude man…..I like didn’t finish my homework last night dude. I’m like really sorry dogg. Check it out. I was like in Calculus and like there was this wicked bright flash of light from the window that like blinded me dude by overexposing my retinas to UVB light light and as you know dude UVB light are hazardous to the eyes, and exposure can cause welders flash…sometimes referred to as photokaratitis or arc eye and can lead to cataracts.  Dude this rightous flash of white light totally disrupted my central nervous system, leaving me blinded and my hand muscles incapacitated and unable to write. On my life dude…. it’s true.
TARDINESS
· A student is tardy if s/he is not in the classroom READY TO LEARN when the bell rings.  READY TO LEARN means in your seat, not talking, with a notebook and pen out, and listening for instructions.

· A student who arrives with a Pink Pass from a teacher or a Blue Admit Slip from the Attendance Office will be considered excused and will be marked present.  All other tardies will be recorded and reported to the Attendance Office.

· 1st – 3rd Tardy
Teacher records tardy, talks to student and may assign classroom consequences.  At some point, parents will be notified.

· 4th and all subsequent tardies
Teacher records, talks to student, and submits discipline referral.  Associate Principal conferences with students and parent and assigns office consequences.

LATE/MISSING WORK POLICY 

1. Daily homework assignments
· must be turned in AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS on the day they are due or they will be considered late. If you have an excused absence, you will have one day for each day you were absent to complete daily work without penalty.

· if late, will be graded as usual out of a maximum score of 50%.  (A perfect assignment handed in on time would receive 100% of the points available, but a perfect assignment turned in late would receive 50%.)

· turned in after the unit test on the material covered by the assignment will be recorded as a zero.

2. Major assignments 

· must be turned in AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS on the day they are due or they will be considered late.  Even an excused absence or tardy will NOT exempt you from this requirement.  Consider the due date as the LAST possible day to turn something in without penalty.  

· if late, will be graded as usual, but the maximum score available will be reduced by 10% for each day they are late, including weekends and holidays, though the maximum available score will not drop below 50%.  (A perfect assignment handed in on time would receive 100% of the points available, a perfect assignment turned in 2 days late would receive 80%, and a perfect assignment handed in 5 or more days late would receive 50%.)

· turned in after the last day of the quarter in which they were due will be recorded as a zero.  

3. ABSOLUTE DEADLINE 

· The ABSOLUTE DEADLINE for all major assignments is January_14_, 2011.  
· You must turn in all of the major assignments in order to pass this class, and you need this class to graduate—so plan accordingly. 
NOTES

Always take notes during class time.  Many of the topics discussed in class will appear on a test, even though they may not be covered in detail in the text book.  If necessary, binders may be checked occasionally.  If you miss class you are responsible for getting the notes/information from that day.  You can get the notes from a fellow classmate or make an appointment to sit down with at ISHP…..as ISHP can be busy do not expect to walk in at any ISHP period and get the notes/class information.
TESTS/QUIZZES

· Tests will be given at the end of each chapter or unit, and will be announced in advance.  Corrected tests will be reviewed in class, but tests may not leave the classroom.  If you wish to look at an old test, you may do so during ISHP.  

· Special make-up tests may be given if you are absent on test day (excused or unexcused).  Tests and quizzes missed due to unexcused absences will be given a zero.  ‘Retests’ will not be given.

· Tests or quizzes that are not made up before the end of the quarter in which they were scheduled will be given a zero and averaged into grade as a zero.

GRADING

· Your grade will be based on participation and submitted material, a large part of which is tests, and will be weighted in the following fashion: 55% Tests/Quizzes, 35% Assignments/Projects, 10% Participation 

· Grades are not rounded.  

· Grades will be posted regularly online.

· All Social Studies courses use a system in which the entire semester of work counts as 80% of the semester grade, while the final exam counts as 20% of the semester grade.

· Social Studies Department Grade Scale:
100-92%  A
91-90%  A-
89-88%  B+
87-82%  B
81-80%  B-
79-78%  C+

77-72%  C
71-70%  C-
69-68%  D+
67-62%  D
61-60%  D-
Below 60% F

EXTRA CREDIT:  There is no extra credit.

BASIC EXPECTATIONS

· Follow all of the rules of Whitefish Bay High School, which are explained in your student handbook

· Be courteous to others.  Respect others as you would expect them to respect you.

· Do not interrupt or speak when someone else, including me, is speaking.

· Be an active participant, not a passive spectator

· Be honest at all times.

· Have confidence in yourself.  

· There is no such thing as a stupid question.  If you are confused, ASK.

· Four key words to remember this year:  Communication, Organization, Responsibility, Accountability

A FEW ROOM RULES
· Respect:  I expect you to respect yourself, your classmates, your teacher and any other person in the classroom as well as the classroom itself.  RESPECT means; 
· Listen when someone else is talking.  To add to the discussion RAISE YOUR HAND.  You will be called on.
· Do not crumple paper while someone else is talking.

· Stay in your seat while someone else is talking.

· No hitting, shoving, tripping or inappropriate contact.

· Do not sleep or put your head down on your desk.

· Use proper language.  Cussing/swearing and using derogatory terms that would hurt, anger or insult another person is unacceptable and will result in a phone call home as well as a meeting with the administration.

· Leave Ipods, cellphones or anything else that might be disruptive in your locker.  They will be confiscated if seen in class and turned into the assistant principles office.
· No food (including gum) or beverages other than water are permitted.  Let’s keep the room clean.
· Please leave the makeup, lotion, hair spray, etc. in your locker.  Do not bring it out in and during class.
· Remove all hats and hoods as they will also be confiscated and turned into the assistant principles office. 
· Please do not remove the books from the racks, or touch any materials on the teacher's desk without permission. 
· Do not tamper with the machines in the classroom.
EXAM EXEMPTIONS
This class will follow the school’s exam exemption policy.  Remember that exam exemptions are earned by meeting a combination of academic, attendance and disciplinary criteria.  Please review the school’s policy.
ISHP INFO

· ISHP takes place from 11:25-11:51 in our classroom (room. 219) unless announced otherwise in advance.  I will have an ISHP Calendar posted that is updated regularly and alternate ISHP times will be made available.

· If you have ANY questions, PLEASE see me at ISHP

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

All courses in the Social Studies department follow the Academic Dishonesty policy as described in the student handbook.  This policy applies to every assignment.  Failure to comply with this policy will result in a zero for the assignment in question.  In addition, Social Studies courses may utilize additional resources (such as Turnitin.com) to ensure that there are no violations of the policy.  It is every student’s responsibility to read and abide by the school policy.  Please consult with your teacher if you require clarification of the policy or its application in your class.  Be aware that cheating (This includes students who provide fellow students with answers and or work) of any form on any assignment, quiz or exam will result in a ZERO on that item. Furthermore, there will be a telephone call home and detention as well as notification to the administration. The second offense may result in permanent removal from the course. Improper behavior may result in a reduction of your class participation grade.
(---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the course description and I understand the course requirements.  I do not have any questions regarding the policies or I have addressed these questions to Mr. Bruch below.  I am aware of the policies which may be unique to the U.S. History II class including, but not limited to:  major assignments, late work, tardies, academic dishonesty and exam exemptions.

Student name

Parent name

Student signature

Parent signature

Mr. Haberkorn, please contact me regarding the following questions.  

I can be reached at (phone #/email):

Best times:

Contact Information:


Mr. Haberkorn


Room 219
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